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1. Introduction 

This document describes the application procedure for funding a Long-Term Research 

Programme (LTP). 

Chapters 1 - 3 provide information on the background of this call concerning the 

ambitions of ReumaNederland and the aim of this LTP call for proposal, the conditions an 

application must fulfil and how your application will be assessed. This information will 

help you when writing and submitting your LTP. In chapter 4, you will find the grant 

obligations which apply if your application is successful. Finally, you will find the 

documents containing instructions on the English and Dutch application forms in the 

appendix. 

 

 

1.1. Background 

Almost two million people suffer from rheumatism, a collective term for over 100 chronic 

diseases of joints, muscles and tendons. One in nine Dutch people has a rheumatic 

disorder, and every day, seven hundred people are told that they have some form of 

rheumatism. This makes rheumatism the most common chronic disease in the 

Netherlands.  

 

ReumaNederland has been committed to combating rheumatic diseases for over 90 

years. During this period, much scientific progress has been made, but the diagnosis still 

has a major impact on many people despite this progress. The impact of rheumatism is 

still too great. Therefore, in cooperation with various stakeholders, ReumaNederland has 

set two ambitions until 2040 that are central to its cooperation and financing policy, 

namely: 

 

➢ Making rheumatism a non-chronic, reversible condition. 

➢ Achieving precision (person-centred) medicine for people with rheumatism in four 

areas: prevention, prediction, personalisation and participation. 

 

These two ambitions have been developed into themes (see figure) and are also 

described in the cooperation and financing policy 2022-2026.  

Ambitions Themes  

Overarching 

themes for both 

ambitions 

Making 

rheumatism a non-

chronic, reversible 

disease 

Understanding 

causes 

Mechanisms of 

action 
(Inter)national data 

infrastructure 

Data collection and 

diagnostics 

Deep phenotyping 

(Research) 

Developments and 

treatments 

Therapy 

development 

Implementation of 

treatments 

Therapy 

implementation 
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Achieving precision 
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and intervention 
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Experience expert  
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and lifestyle 
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care 
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treatment 
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Health monitoring 

Shared decision 

making 

Figure: Ambitions and themes ReumaNederland 

More information about the ambitions of ReumaNederland and the cooperation and 

financing policy can be found respectively on 

https://reumanederland.nl/nieuws/nieuws/speerpunten-reumanederland-2040/ and 

https://reumanederland.nl/onderzoek/voor-onderzoekers/. 

ReumaNederland uses a framework to shape this policy in practice. This framework 

consists of four programmes: namely: 

➢ Talent programme: The Junior and Senior Talent Programme 

➢ Explore programme: Long-Term Research Programme 

➢ Focus programme: Theme-driven 

➢ Connect programme: Public-Private Partnerships and (inter)national partnerships 

In the coming years, the calls will be an extension of achieving the two ambitions of 

ReumaNederland described above. The call for proposals central to this document 

concerns the Long-Term Research Programme, part of the Explore programme.  

 

1.2. Long-Term Research Programme call for proposal 

On 1 June 2022, ReumaNederland opened the Long-Term Research Programme (LTP) 

call for proposal. This call is opened once every five years. 

https://reumanederland.nl/nieuws/nieuws/speerpunten-reumanederland-2040/
https://reumanederland.nl/onderzoek/voor-onderzoekers/


 
 

Information_requirements and instructions form call for Long-Term Research Programme 2023-2028 incl addendum  5 

ReumaNederland calls upon Dutch university research groups to submit an application for 

an LTP. An application is in line with at least one of the ambitions of ReumaNederland; to 

make rheumatism a non-chronic, reversible disease and/or to realise precision (person-

oriented) medicine for people with rheumatism in four areas; prevention, prediction, 

personalisation and participation. An LTP has both a clear goal and a vision for the future 

and is composed of research projects that support the achievement of that goal. It is 

important that an LTP focuses on innovation and is, therefore, an extension of the 

current state-of-the-art. Collaboration is mandatory. This may include 

interdisciplinary, transdisciplinary and/or international cooperation. ReumaNederland is 

convinced that a solution is found more quickly when a problem is tackled from different 

areas of expertise. 

 

The call offers a great deal of freedom, which means that, in addition to the free choice 

of themes within the aforementioned ambitions, a choice can be made from the entire 

chain of research; from fundamental (including serendipity) to clinical research with the 

safeguarding of results in guidelines and availability for all people with rheumatism in the 

Netherlands.  

 

Programme leaders of a current Long-Term Research Programme funded by 

ReumaNederland can submit a request for continuation. An application for an entirely 

different line of research is not an obvious choice. ReumaNederland wants to take the 

results of research a step further for people with rheumatism. New applicants can also 

submit an application for a Long-Term Research Programme.  

 

1.3. Available budget 

For this LTP call, ReumaNederland makes a total of €7.5 million available for 5 years 

(€1.5 million per year). 

For an application for an LTP, up to 5 years of funding can be applied for with a total 

amount of €500,000. 

 

1.4. Online information meeting 

An online meeting will be held on 5 July 2022 from 16.00-17.00 CEST to provide 

information about the call and to allow questions to be asked. Click here to join the 

meeting 

 

1.5. Deadline  

The deadline for submitting an application for an LTP is 1 November 2022 12:00:00 

CEST. Applications submitted after the deadline will NOT be considered. 

Submission of an application for an LTP is possible digitally from 1 September 2022. 

Please send your application to research@reumanederland.nl stating "LTP call for 

proposal".  

The eligible applications will be announced in June 2023. 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NGIwMmEzYTEtNzQ1Yi00OGEyLThlODAtZjgyMjdiODIwZDAz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22a98b5c8a-ee14-4515-8cab-31d8e10642f0%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220565fb1c-7293-4beb-88ce-12d17151bf01%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NGIwMmEzYTEtNzQ1Yi00OGEyLThlODAtZjgyMjdiODIwZDAz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22a98b5c8a-ee14-4515-8cab-31d8e10642f0%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220565fb1c-7293-4beb-88ce-12d17151bf01%22%7d
mailto:research@reumanederland.nl
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1.6. Contact details 

You can ask your questions by email research@reumanederland.nl and during the online 

information session. 

mailto:research@reumanederland.nl
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2. What conditions must an application for a Long-Term Research 

Programme meet? 

Any application for an LTP submitted shall comply with the general and financial 

conditions set out in this chapter. 

 

 

2.1. The general conditions which an LTP must meet 

The general terms and conditions with which an application for an LTP must comply are 

described below. These general conditions relate to the applicant, the research proposal 

and the submission of the application. 

 

 

2.1.1. With regard to the applicant 

• The applicant is a department head and/or professor and is permanently employed as 

a staff member at the University Medical Centre or university.  

• The applicant has a proven track record of 10 years or more in the research field to 

which the application is directed. The track record contains promising results that are 

relevant for the LTP applied for and can be further developed. 

• The applicant may submit a maximum of one application for an LTP. 

• A maximum of one application per research group may be submitted. 

 

 

2.1.2. With regard to the LTP 

• The LTP has both a clear goal and a vision for the future that will contribute 

concretely and visibly to one or both ambitions of ReumaNederland; a world in which 

rheumatic diseases are no longer chronic but reversible and curable and/or the 

realisation of precision (person-oriented) medicine for people with rheumatism. 

• An application must be in line with at least one theme that belongs to the ambition(s) 

of ReumaNederland. 

• The application defines concrete, relevant and achievable milestones that can be 

reached within a period of 5 years (July 2023-June 2028) and describes how these 

milestones will be achieved. If it is a follow-up application for an existing LTP at 

ReumaNederland, there must be a clear link to the results from that LTP. 

• Concrete and relevant results have been formulated to be achieved in 2028 in line 

with the formulated milestones. 

• The application should make clear how the expected results of the LTP will create 

social impact over time by describing an impact pathway.  

• Cooperation is compulsory and evidenced by: 

➢ Demonstrable and long-term interdisciplinary cooperation (between different 

disciplines, at least 5 years). 

➢ Demonstrable and long-term transdisciplinary partnerships (cooperation 

between science and society, at least 5 years), e.g., cooperation with private 

parties with/without a profit motive. 

➢ International cooperation; foreign company and/or research institute. 

Cooperation is understood to mean collaboration between at least two independent 

parties to exchange knowledge and/or technology and to achieve a common 

objective based on a division of labour, whereby the parties jointly determine the 
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scope of the collaboration and contribute to its implementation. The application must 

meet at least two of the three bullet points in the field of cooperation and must 

be supported by a letter of commitment from the cooperating parties describing the 

content of the cooperation. 

• In research, where this applies, the aim is to develop and use human measuring 

methods instead of laboratory animals. ReumaNederland does not fund research 

involving the use of laboratory animals, unless there are no other opportunities for 

innovative research that is necessary for people with rheumatism. 

• All research plans must have a clear patient focus. The input of patients into the 

establishment of the LTP and the implementation of the plans is a must. 

Participation by experts is included in several phases. Preferably at the earliest 

possible stage. In addition, it is important to indicate at which level the participation 

of experts by experience has taken place or is taking place.  

 

2.1.3. With regard to the submission of the application 

• The template forms of ReumaNederland specifically for this call should be used. The 

forms are available at https://reumanederland.nl/onderzoek/projectaanvraag/;  

➢ Planning Long Term Research Programme 2023-2028" 

application form; 

➢ Dutch-language application form experience "2022-NL-versie-

van-de-LLP; 

➢ the formatCV – LLP application 2022; 

➢ A budget form "Budget Form Long Term Research Programme 

2023-2028"; 

➢ Template commitment letter for collaboration partners.  

Additional appendices will not be included in the assessment procedure. An 

explanation for filling in the English and budget form can be found in appendix 1, and 

an explanation for filling in the Dutch form can be found in appendix 2. 

• For follow-up applications for an existing LTP funded by ReumaNederland, you must 

also send a progress report of your LTP as an attachment. For this purpose, you 

should use a special format that ReumaNederland has available. 

https://reumanederland.nl/onderzoek/projectaanvraag/(“Progress report LLP July 

2018-July 2022”). 

 

2.2. The financial conditions to be met by a LTP 

Below is an explanation of the budget data to be taken into account when drawing up the 

budget for your LTP. When financing the LTP, the money can be used to contribute to the 

research infrastructure, for example, for personnel costs of new talent and postdoc 

researchers and for keeping large databases up and running. 

 

 

General budget data 

• The maximum subsidy budget is €100,000 per year. Funding can be requested for up 

to 5 years with a total of €500,000. These amounts include surcharges and VAT. 

• A minimum of 100% matching is required in relation to the amount requested per 

year. This means that ReumaNederland annually funds a maximum of 50% of the 

programme budget. The matching must come from university(ies) and/or other 

https://reumanederland.nl/onderzoek/projectaanvraag/
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partners involved in the LTP. Matching can take place in kind or in cash. For an 

explanation, see addendum 12-7-2022 in appendix 3. 

• No costs are reimbursed for the use of laboratory animals. 

• For patient participation, a minimum of €2,500 is budgeted. This amount should be 

used for the expenses made by the deployment of experts by experience and can be 

used for the different methods of patient participation such as patient panels, 

sounding board groups, patient research partners, (informal) meetings, etc.   
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3. Assessment of an application for a Long-Term Research Programme 

When assessing an application for an LTP, the management of ReumaNederland is 

advised by the International Visiting Committee (IVC) and an Experts Committee (EDC). 

The applications are assessed for scientific quality, vision of the future, degree of 

innovation, impact, feasibility, social and scientific relevance, implementation possibilities 

and whether the application is in line with the ambitions of ReumaNederland. In the case 

of follow-up applications to an ongoing LTP, progress over the past 4.5 years is also 

assessed.  

The assessment process consists of several stages, which are outlined below. 

 

3.1. Phase 1: Assessment by ReumaNederland of compliance with submission 

conditions 

An application will not be considered if: 

• The application is submitted after 1 November 2022 12:00:00 CEST; 

• The application does not meet all the general and financial conditions  

described in chapter 2 of this document; 

• An incorrect budget was drawn up; 

If the submission conditions are met, the application enters the assessment process. 

 

3.2. Phase 2: Assessment by IVC and EDC 

Applications for an LTP are assessed by the IVC and the EDC. Allocation of the 

applications to the members of the IVC and the EDC is done by ReumaNederland in 

consultation with the committee members.  

 

At least two members of the IVC assess an application for an LTP and provide an overall 

score. These members have expertise in the subject that is central to the application. For 

the assessment of the application, a format established by ReumaNederland is available, 

including the definition of the scores; 1 (Excellent), 2 (Very good), 3 (Good), 4 (Average) 

or 5 (Unsatisfactory). For each proposal submitted, IVC members receive the English 

application, including the budget and, if it concerns a follow-up application of an LTP 

already funded by ReumaNederland, also the progress report. The IVC advises 

ReumaNederland as to which applications are eligible for review and which are not. This 

is based on the assessment and the score. If an application is eligible for a re-

examination, which will take place in the form of a presentation, it will be indicated which 

questions need to be clarified. 

 

At least three members of the EDC assess an application for an LTP on relevance for the 

target group and society, risk and burden for research participants and degree of patient 

participation. They receive the Dutch and English application forms and an established 

ReumaNederland assessment format, including an explanation of the scores. The three 

experts by experience assess an application and give an overall score; 1 (Very relevant), 

2 (Very relevant under conditions), 3 (Relevant), 4 (Relevant under conditions) or 5 

(Less/not relevant). The EDC advises ReumaNederland as to which applications are 

eligible for a peer review and which are not. This is based on the assessment and the 
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score. In the event an application qualifies for a presentation, the EDC's questions will 

need to be clarified. 

 

Members of both the IVC and the EDC who assess an application must not have a conflict 

of interest. Conflict of interest is understood to mean that the person concerned is, for 

example, a co-applicant, is/will be (part) project leader of a project, has been involved in 

writing the application, has a financial interest, or has any other personal or business 

relationship that may influence the assessment of the submitted LTP application. 

 

3.3. Phase 3. Rehearsal in the form of an oral presentation 

The scores of the IVC and the EDC show whether an applicant for an LTP is eligible or not 

for a rebuttal in the form of an oral presentation. Whether an applicant is invited depends 

on the degree of scientific quality and societal relevance of the application, and the 

feasibility of the committees' questions being answered in due time.  

No invitation does not automatically mean rejection. 

 

The re-interview will take place in the form of a presentation. The presentations will be 

held in the first half of May 2023.  

The presentation does not need to include the details of your future plans, but should 

specifically address the questions and comments of the IVC and the EDC. The sessions 

will last 25-30 minutes, with a maximum of 10 minutes for the presentation of plans and 

15-20 minutes for answering questions. 

 

The assessors of the IVC and the EDC discuss the quality of the LTP applicant's rebuttal 

and give the application a score.   
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4. Honouring of applications for a Long-Term Research Programme 

After the IVC and the EDC have consulted and the scientific applications for an LTP have 

been given an average score by both the IVC and the EDC, ReumaNederland will either 

accept or reject the applications for an LTP submitted in a call. This is done on the basis 

of a priority matrix in which the average IVC and EDC scores are plotted against each 

other (see Figure Priority Matrix). 

 
Figure Priority matrix 

 

 

Eligible LTP applications fall into the green framework; the 9 subjects with grades 1 to 6. 

These numbers indicate the priority for funding. This means that applications that fall 

into the box marked 1 have the highest priority, and those that fall into the box marked 

6 have the lowest priority to be awarded. Whether or not an application is ultimately 

awarded a grant depends not only on its position in the matrix, but also on the budget 

available for the grant round in question and the funding policy. The policy states, with 

regard to the award of LTP applications, that "At least 40% of the available budget is 

allocated to inflammatory arthritis and rare rheumatic diseases and 40% to 

osteoarthritis. Within this dichotomy, there is room for at least 2 fundamental, 2 

translational and 2 clinical Long-Term Research Programme lines. ". Applications for an 

LTP that fall outside the described green framework will not be considered for funding.  

What is the meaning of a grade 1 box? The grade 1 box means that the proposal has an 

average IVC and an average EDC score in the range of 1.0 to 1.4.  

 

How is the prioritisation of applications done within a box or boxes with the same grade? 

Within the box, for example, in the box with the number 1, the application with the 

lowest average IVC-EDC score is awarded first, then the project with the second-lowest 

A
v
e
ra

g
e
 o

p
in

io
n
 I

V
C

 

  

Average judgment EDC 

Relevance, burden, risks and patient participation 

Highly 

relevant 

 

 

1.0-1.4 

Highly 

relevant 

under 

conditions  

1.5 - 2.5 

Relevant  

 

 

  

2.6 - 3.0 

Relevant 

under 

conditions  

 

3.1 - 4.0 

Less/ 

irrelevan

t 

 

4.1 - 5.0 

Q
u

a
li

ty
 a

n
d

 p
r
io

r
it

y
 

Excellent 

1.0 - 1.4 
1   2   4     

Very good 

1,5 - 2.5 
2  3  5     

Good 

2.6 - 3.0  
4   5   6     

Average        

 3.1 - 4.0 
         

Moderate     

4.1 -5.0 
         

             



 
 

Information_requirements and instructions form call for Long-Term Research Programme 2023-2028 incl addendum  13 

average IVC-EDC score, and so on. Average IVC-EDC score means the result of adding 

up the average IVC score and the average EDC score and then dividing by two.  

If there is still a budget to honour an application when there are two with the same 

average IVC-EDC score, the application with the lowest average EDC score will be 

honoured.  

 

Please note that if two identical applications are received with regard to the objective or 

the results of an LTP, both applications will never be awarded. Even if both fall into the 

green field with the 9 squares. Only the application with the lowest average IVC-EDC 

score will be considered for funding. 

 

Final assessment 

Obviously, only applications of the highest scientific quality, priority and relevance that 

match ReumaNederland's ambitions, as set out in chapter 1 of this document, will be 

considered for an LTP. Based on the advice of the IVC and the EDC, the Executive Board 

of ReumaNederland makes the final decision on the merit of applications for an LTP.  

 

 

Award/rejection  

No later than June 2023, you will receive a final notification by email from 

ReumaNederland concerning whether your LTP application has been granted or rejected. 

 

In case the LTP is granted 

If you are awarded a grant, you will receive a confirmation letter from the 

ReumaNederland Executive Board setting out the conditions applicable to your LTP. You 

will also receive a funding contract for your LTP.  

Only after accepting the conditions, signing the budget and the financing contract, can 

your LTP be financed. 

ReumaNederland only guarantees the amount you have pledged. Additional costs or cost 

increases, including those as a result of delays in the start, for example, because 

vacancies could not be filled in time, cannot be claimed from ReumaNederland. Funding 

is always promised for the period of one programme year (lasts 12 months and runs from 

July to June the following year).  

ReumaNederland intends to continue to make funds specifically available for the 

reimbursement of promised subsidies. However, the formal allocation depends on the 

available funds and the tested progress of the project.  

 

Your LTP will be assigned a so-called LTP number on attribution (or will retain this 

number if the LTP is continued). You are requested to quote this number in all your 

correspondence. Correspondence and expense claims without this number will not be 

dealt with. 

  

 

Objection procedure 

No objection can be made to the Executive Board's decision based on the IVC and EDC's 

advice.  
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5. Grant obligations 

This chapter explains various subsidy obligations that apply after your application for an 

LTP has been approved. Obligations relating to the submission of statements, 

correspondence, interim & final reports, publicity, intellectual property and open access. 

The programme leader (= applicant of the LTP) of the LTP will be informed. 

 

5.1. Declarations 

When submitting an application for an LTP, the name of a contact person in the financial 

administration of the research institute must be given to ReumaNederland. This can be 

done under field 1d - project team (support team). 

 

In the case of LTP funding, invoices must be submitted within three months, and the 

number of the LTP must always be stated on the invoice. 

 

Copies of salary slips should be enclosed with the declarations of personnel costs. In case 

of purchase of equipment or consumables, copies of the invoices should be sent.  

 

In case of termination of an LTP, a final report will be requested by ReumaNederland. 

Claims can be submitted up to 6 weeks after approval of the final report. After this 

period, no further claims for reimbursement can be made.  

 

5.2. Correspondence 

In all correspondence, please state the relevant LTP number. Correspondence without 

this LTP number will not be dealt with.  

For changes of any kind, the Research and Impact Department of 

ReumaNederland should always be contacted in writing: 

research@reumanederland.nl, stating the LTP number. 

 

In case of publication and other forms of presentation of research data, ReumaNederland 

would like to be mentioned as financier under the name: "ReumaNederland" or "Dutch 

Arthritis Society". You can download the logo at 

https://reumanederland.nl/onderzoek/rapportage-communicatie/. 

 

5.3 Interim & final report  

Interim report 

In the event of a project duration of more than one year, ReumaNederland always 

promises funding per programme year. The programme year lasts 12 months, which is 

from July to June the following year).  

 

In order to obtain funding for the following programme year, an interim report including 

a financial overview must be submitted. It should indicate the status of the research, the 

results already achieved, and the publications in preparation or published (both in 

scientific/trade journals and in 'normal media'). Deviations from the initial research plan 
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in terms of time, design or inclusion of test animals/people should also be indicated. The 

programme leader should also include in the report the implementation of research 

results and/or possible commercial use ('technology transfer’) in cooperation with the 

industry. All publications resulting from the project so far must be indicated in the report 

by means of a DOI.  

Insufficient progress and/or large-scale changes within the LTP (possibly) have 

consequences for the continuation of the financing. Large-scale changes must always be 

discussed with ReumaNederland in advance. 

 

ReumaNederland will send you a call for evaluation a few weeks before the 

deadline of 15 May. If no report is received, funding for the LTP concerned will 

not be continued. 

 

The decision on the continuation of funding is taken by the management of 

ReumaNederland on the basis of the progress report and is dependent on the financial 

resources of ReumaNederland. 

 

Final report 

At the end of the LTP's duration, ReumaNederland requests a final report. This final 

report must be submitted by 1 October of the calendar year in which the LTP ends. The 

final report must be accompanied by (digital) copies of all publications and a list of 

expected publications. The programme leader writes this evaluation at the invitation of 

ReumaNederland.  

  

This final report should mention the publications published, but the programme leader 

should also address the possibilities of implementing research results and/or commercial 

use ("technology transfer") in cooperation with the industry.  

 

The final evaluation of the final report will focus on assessing the achievement of the 

goals set out in the LTP application and possible future opportunities and implementation 

of the results in the broadest sense. If deemed relevant, the management of 

ReumaNederland may commission further research on the possible use of the results and 

possible implementation steps and/or (commercial) exploitation of the results.  

 

 

5.4. Publicity 

Non-scientific publicity 

The programme leader is the permanent contact person for communication between the 

research institute and ReumaNederland and is also, together with the press information 

department of the research institute, the contact person for ReumaNederland for all 

publicity matters concerning the research. 

 

ReumaNederland reserves the right at all times, in consultation with the  

Research organisation to seek publicity in relation to the research it has funded. The 

programme leader and the press information department of the Research Organisation 

will be informed. 
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With a view to fundraising and expenditure and whether or not it is publicly accountable, 

the Research Institution will, if requested, cooperate with the fundraising, information 

and publicity activities of ReumaNederland. These activities are not limited to press 

conferences and publications of ReumaNederland, but also include activities at the 

Research institute itself and other actions designated by ReumaNederland for this 

purpose.  

 

Communication by the (press office of the) research institute about the results of the 

research in non-scientific media takes place in consultation with ReumaNederland. If the 

researcher(s) is (are) approached by the written press, radio or TV for interviews, 

ReumaNederland will be informed immediately. ReumaNederland can be contacted for 

advice or guidance in this matter. The researcher(s) is (are) requested to report to the 

media concerned that the research is (partly) funded by ReumaNederland.  

 

ReumaNederland will be informed by the press office of the research institute at least 48 

hours in advance of any form of publication related to the research in the non-scientific 

media. Preferably, the press release will be submitted in draft form to ReumaNederland. 

 

The development and results of the Long-term programmes funded by ReumaNederland 

may be published by the research institute or by third parties it engages in newsletters, 

brochures and other publications. They are requested to mention that the research was 

made possible by 'ReumaNederland' (in English: 'Dutch Arthritis Society'). 

ReumaNederland requests that these newsletters, brochures and other publications be 

provided with the logo and name of ReumaNederland (and possibly an explanation). 

ReumaNederland considers it desirable to be informed of this. The logos to be used will 

be made available by ReumaNederland for this purpose.  

 

If a job vacancy relating to the research is advertised for employment with the research 

institute, it may contain the logo of ReumaNederland. The vacancy may also mention 

that the research is subsidised by ReumaNederland. 

 

Scientific publicity 

In all lectures on the research, the research institute is requested to make clear that the 

research was made possible by ReumaNederland, for example, by including a sheet in 

the power-point presentation with the logo of ReumaNederland and the text "This 

research was made possible by a grant from ReumaNederland" or "Supported by a grant 

from the Dutch Arthritis Society".     

 

ReumaNederland is entitled to use texts, photographic material, illustrations and graphics 

published in scientific journals (with correct copyright notice), dissertations and other 

publications concerning research funded by ReumaNederland. 

 

ReumaNederland finds it desirable to publish articles in open access, so that the results 

are accessible to a wide audience. When an article about the current research is accepted 

by a scientific journal, the Research Organisation is requested to mention in the article 

that the research was made possible by 'ReumaNederland' (in English language journals: 

'Dutch Arthritis Society'). The text of the article will be submitted by the Research 

Organisation to ReumaNederland as soon as possible, mentioning the project number, 

journal title and (probable) date of publication.  
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If a research project subsidised by ReumaNederland involves a dissertation by a 

researcher appointed for the research, ReumaNederland will be informed by the Research 

Institute of the date of the dissertation and will receive a copy of the dissertation from 

the doctoral candidate. A copy must also be sent digitally. 

 

 

5.5 Intellectual property 

The intellectual property that is created or obtained within the framework of the project 

remains the property of the Dutch researchers and/or the Dutch research institute unless 

determined otherwise in consultation with the programme leader and ReumaNederland in 

the context of international cooperation. 

 

a. The programme leader and the researchers involved are at all times responsible for 

investigating whether the results of the research give rise to a concrete new invention 

that could be of value to clinical practice and/or industry and that is susceptible to 

patenting or another form of protection. If ReumaNederland has a justified suspicion 

that this is the case, the programme leader and the researchers involved will make 

the necessary efforts to this end on ReumaNederland's first request and will provide 

ReumaNederland with all the information about this. If within a period of three 

months after an initial request by ReumaNederland, the programme leader and the 

researchers involved have not succeeded in converting the results into a concrete 

invention susceptible to patenting or other forms of protection, the results will be 

transferred to ReumaNederland, whereby ReumaNederland will only use these results 

for non-commercial research, educational and purposes specified in the application. 

When transferring to ReumaNederland, the rights of any other parties with regard to 

the results must be respected by ReumaNederland. 

 

b. If the researchers, programme leader or research institute suspect that knowledge, 

data, results, and other forms of know-how created or obtained within the context of 

the research are eligible for patent protection and/or protection by other intellectual 

property rights (such as copyrights and database rights), the research institute will 

immediately notify ReumaNederland in writing.  

In that case, the research institute and ReumaNederland will hold reasonable 

consultations about the desirability of exploiting such rights and the division of the 

revenues to be acquired in this way. If these discussions do not lead to an 

agreement, the basic principle will be that the income to be thus acquired will, in any 

case, be used to repay the subsidy paid to ReumaNederland in the context of the 

research. For the actual implementation in practice of such an invention, it is possible, 

under conditions to be specified by ReumaNederland, to obtain active assistance from 

ReumaNederland and (co-)financing for (trial) implementation. 

 

c. If the Research Institution does not comply with the obligation as stated in paragraph 

b. above, or during or after the duration of the research, it becomes apparent that 

the Research Institution receives income through the exploitation of the know-how 

and/or intellectual property rights as referred to in a and b, which income forms a 

substantial part of the costs of the research, in the opinion of ReumaNederland, the 
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Research Institution will immediately repay the subsidy it has paid to 

ReumaNederland upon ReumaNederland's first written request. 

 

 

5.6. Open Access 

Open Science has a large scientific and social impact. ReumaNederland, therefore, 

encourages researchers to offer open access to scientific articles and collected data.  

ReumaNederland finds it important that results from research are (inter)nationally 

accessible for knowledge sharing and knowledge utilisation. It ensures that results are 

available so that they can be followed up and taken a step further for people with 

rheumatism.  

Making the collected data accessible to others in a responsible way. Other researchers 

can use the existing data to solve a problem or validate their research results. Open data 

can therefore lead to more efficient use of research funds. Therefore, ReumaNederland 

agrees that data should be FAIR; Findable, Accessible, Interoperable and Reusable. 
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Appendix 1. Explanatory notes to the English language application form and the 

budget form 

 

Explanatory notes to the application form 

The entire form should be completed in English. The font to be used is Verdana, 10 pts 

and line spacing 1.0. An executive summary is also requested. 

 

The maximum length per item should not be exceeded, and each item should be 

completed. If certain items are not applicable, this should be explicitly stated, including 

an argumentation as to why this is not applicable.  

 

1a. Applicant information 

There can be only one applicant.  

The applicant is the person who has overall scientific responsibility for the project. The 

applicant is a department head and/or professor and is permanently employed by the 

research institution (university medical centre or university). An applicant can never 

apply for funding for their own salary. An applicant may, of course, appear on the list of 

employees who are not funded by the LTP. 

 

In addition, the applicant has a demonstrable track record of 10 years or more in the 

research field to which the application for the LTP is directed. The track record includes 

promising results that are relevant for the requested line of research and that need to be 

further developed.  

 

1b. Long-term research programme title 

Please provide the title for the LTP. 

 

1c. Kind of Long-term research programme 

Please indicate whether the application has a particularly fundamental, translational or 

clinical focus. 

 

1d. Long-term research programme status  

Please indicate whether the application for the LTP is a continuation of an existing 

research line or the start of a new research line. 

 

In the case of an application for the continuation of a long-term research programme, 

please indicate the LTP number. 

 

1e. Project team 

The LTP team always consists of funding members, non-funding members and a support 

team. 

 

Provide the name of each team member. State the position of the team member, the 

details of the organisation, and where and how many FTE the team member works at the 

LTP. Please ensure that team members are placed in the correct positions in the table! 

 

For the support team, at least the departmental secretary, the press officer of the test 

facility (or department), and a financial contact should be listed. Other support team 

members may always be included in the table. The number of FTEs does not necessarily 

have to be entered for the support team. 
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2a1. Justification for request related to Dutch Arthritis Society 

Please indicate which ambition(s) of ReumaNederland and at least one associated theme 

your application for the LTP corresponds to (explanation of ambitions and themes on 

pages 3 and 4) and explain why. 

Use a maximum of 1 page A4. 

 

2a2. Justification for request based on expertise 

Use a maximum of 2 pages A4. 

 

In the case of an existing LTP: Please indicate the research results of the last 5 years, 

the focus of the research within the LTP and the achievements of the LTP. 

 

In the case of an idea for a new LTP: Please indicate what the focus, subject and 

results of the research have been in the last 10 years, based on the research carried 

out, the resulting publications and other concrete results (guidelines, books, products, 

patents) and proposals requested from ReumaNederland (whether or not honoured). 

 

Also, please indicate how the long-term research line fits within the applicant's research 

experience.  

 

Furthermore, please indicate how the research is embedded in the research structure of 

the department/institute where the applicant works, including any short-term research 

projects of the ReumaNederland.  

 

Finally, please indicate any relevant (international) collaborations for the LTP. 

 

2b. General description of planned research focus  

Use a maximum of 1 page A4. 

 

This should include a general description of the plans for the LTP in the period July 2023 - 

June 2028. 

 

2c. Overall long-term vision and expectations for future research 

Use a maximum of 1 A4 page. 

 

Please indicate what can be expected from the research carried out within the LTP, e.g., 

what concrete and applicable results have been achieved by the end of the period July 

2023 - June 2028. 

 

3. Detailed research projects for the first half of the long-term research programme 

(June 2023-December 2025) 

Section 3 of the application form concerns the detailed plans for the first half (June 2023-

December 2025) of the long-term research line. The plans should be presented as 

research projects. 

 

Each research project within an LTP consists of parts 3a to 3e. A maximum length of 4 

pages per research project is allowed. Parts 3a to 3e may be copied as often as 

necessary.  

 

Please note that more than 3 to 4 research projects within an LTP with a budget of 

€100,000 per year are considered unfeasible, both in terms of feasibility and expected 

(concrete) outcomes. 

 

3a. Research project title 

Please provide the title of the research project within the LTP. 

 



 
 

Information_requirements and instructions form call for Long-Term Research Programme 2023-2028 incl addendum  21 

3b. General description of the research project 

Please outline what the research project is about and how it fits within the LTP. 

 

3c. Financial information 

Please indicate which part of the LTP's funding is used for the research project. Please 

also indicate how much matching is available for the research project, the source of the 

matching and the type of matching applied (in cash or in kind). 

 

3d. (Inter)national networks and collaboration for this project 

Please indicate which relevant (inter)national partnerships exist or will be established 

that are relevant to the research project. 

 

3e. Work plan, milestones and timelines for the first 2,5 years of this project 

Please specify the work plan for the research project. Remember to include timelines and 

milestones in addition to the scientific ideas in the work plan. Indicate which go/no go 

criteria will be used to assess whether the timelines and milestones have been met, so 

that timely adjustments to the research projects can be made if necessary. This will 

make it clearer what outcomes can be expected per research project. 

 

4. General plans (January 2026-June 2028) 

Use a maximum of two pages A4. 

 

In this section, please outline the general plans for the LTP for the period January 2026-

June 2028. 

 

5. Long-term vision and expectations  

Use a maximum of 1.5 A4 pages. 

• Explain at what point in the future and in what way the results (output) from the 

planned LTP will be useful for clinical practice (impact).   

 

• Describe the pathway to it, the factors influencing that process, and the stakeholders 

that need to be involved and at what point (outcome). Answer the questions in the 

appendix to the application form for your LTP "Impact pathway plan of action". 
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Explanation:  

Knowledge exploitation: the way to make an impact with research results 

 

 
Figure. Impact pathway 
 
Output: Results of the research. 
Outcome: Refers to the changes in stakeholders' behaviour, relationships, actions and activities as a result of 
knowledge exchange and uptake of research outputs. 
Impact: Refers to changes in the economic, environmental and/or social environment. 

 

An impact pathway specifies the path from research results (output) via outcomes to 

possible social impact. An impact pathway is a schematic representation of the way in 

which generated knowledge and insights, via specified productive interactions, can 

contribute to the intended change for the target group. Productive interactions are 

contacts between the researcher and the interested target group that wants to use the 

knowledge to make an impact. These can be both (in)direct and financial.  

 

For an explanation of the development of the impact pathway, please refer to the NWO 

workshop (https://impact.nwo.nl/impact-plan-benadering). In step 10, concrete 

examples are presented in a video to explain the theory of change and the impact 

pathway. 

 

In order to design an impact pathway for your LTP, you will be asked to answer the 

questions in the appendix to the LTP application form. These questions are taken from 

the NWO workshop document (https://impact.nwo.nl/impact-plan-benadering/concreet-

maken-wie-is-nodig-wat-moeten-ze-gaan-doen).  

 

• Please also indicate how the research projects within the LTP contribute to this 

development toward clinical practice. 

  

• Finally, please indicate what will be done if results are obtained that unexpectedly or 

negatively influence the development into clinical practice that you have outlined. 

 

6. Expected amount and way of matching from university or other parties 

Use a maximum of 1 page A4. 

 

Please state in what way matching will be obtained from the university (or other parties) 

and how this will take place (in cash or in kind). State the amount of the matching. 

https://impact.nwo.nl/impact-plan-benadering
https://impact.nwo.nl/impact-plan-benadering/concreet-maken-wie-is-nodig-wat-moeten-ze-gaan-doen
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Please note! As mentioned earlier, at least 100% matching is required. 

 

If additional funding is required in addition to the contribution from ReumaNederland and 

the matching, please indicate this and explain where and how the additional funding will 

be obtained. 

 

7. Animal models & alternatives (if applicable) 

Use a maximum of 1 page A4. 

 

ReumaNederland wants to stimulate the development and use of human measuring 

methods instead of laboratory animals.  

 

Therefore, clearly state the rationale for using animals, what alternatives are available 

and why they are not suitable for the planned research. Finally, indicate whether the 

development of alternatives to the planned animal model is part of the research within 

the LTP. 

 

If DEC approval for the planned research is already available, ReumaNederland will 

receive a copy. 

 

8. Scientific summary 

The summary has a scientific structure (introduction, hypothesis, work plan, expected 

results and conclusions), which also must make clear a) how the proposal fits into the 

state-of-the-art of the field, b) why precisely ReumaNederland should fund this research, 

and c) what the relevance of the research is for the end-user/patient and how input from 

this group is incorporated in the proposal.   

Use a maximum of 1 page A4. 

 



 
 

Information_requirements and instructions form call for Long-Term Research Programme 2023-2028 incl addendum  24 

 

Explanatory notes to the budget form 

The budget must be completed in the form 'Budget form long term research programme 

2023-2028'. The form consists of 6 items, of which the first 4 items describe the 

expenses of the LTP and the last 2 items describe the income from matching. 

 

Please note! A minimum of 100% matching is required, coming from the university(ies) 

and/or other partners where the LTP is implemented. This matching can take place in 

kind or in cash. 

 

The amount of the LTP grant is a maximum of €100,000 per year (€500,000 for a total of 

5 years). Since the LTP is financed on a lump-sum basis, there are no ceilings for each 

cost item.  

 

A. Salaries (incl. holiday allowance/social costs) 

State here the name/function/full time of each person assigned to finance. If three lines 

are not enough, add extra lines. 

 

B. Specification of materials 

Indicate briefly the materials (bench fee) consumed within the LTP. If three lines are not 

enough, add extra lines. 

 

C. Specification of equipment 

Specify the costs incurred within the LTP for equipment. If three lines are not enough, 

add extra lines. 

 

D. Other costs 

State any other costs of the LTP not included under items A to D. If three lines are not 

enough, add more. 

 

Other costs include, for example, costs for participation of experts by experience, 

dissertations, costs for training needed for the research within the LTP, costs for 

conference attendance, costs for Open Access publications and costs for Open Data 

initiatives. 

 

E. Matching in cash 

Specify the parties from whom the LTP will receive matching in cash. If three lines are 

not enough, add extra lines. 

 

F. Matching in kind 

State the parties from whom the LTP will be matched in kind. If three lines are not 

enough, add extra lines. 

 

All (sub)totals, and the items I. Total costs per period, II. Matching percentage and IV. 

The total amount requested per period is calculated automatically for you. 
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Appendix 2. Explanatory notes to the Dutch application form 

Guidance for applicants for an LTP in writing a Dutch-language version for client 

referrals. 

 

This form is based on the SGF form 'Guide for researchers'.  

 

ReumaNederland and research financiers such as ZonMW and other health funds value 

research that takes account of the needs and views of people with a particular disorder or 

disability. It is therefore advisable to involve people from the target group of your 

research at the earliest possible stage in the writing of a research proposal and/or Long-

Term Research Programme. They can help you to avoid overlooking elements in the 

application that are important for the target group and can help you to write a concise 

and clear public version. Doing so will increase the chances of a successful application 

procedure. The text is then checked for readability by people from the target group. This 

is important because research proposals and Long-Term Research Programmes are 

nowadays not only assessed by peer reviewers, but also by client referees: experts by 

experience or end-users with interest in scientific research and trained in assessing 

research proposals from a client perspective. To this end, special panels of client referees 

have been formed in recent years to advise assessment committees on the relevance of 

submitted research proposals and Long-Term Research Programmes.  

 

Purpose 

This guide has been written to inform you of what client references consider important 

when assessing the LTP.  

 

Public version 

To enable client referrers to assess research questions in a meaningful way, it is 

desirable that you write an understandable and accessible public version of your 

application. In the first instance, you write this for the client referees who assess your 

application from the client's perspective. However, a good public version is also useful for 

future public statements or for client representatives you involve in the conduct of the 

research.  

 

A Dutch version is more than a layman's summary. It contains a number of fixed 

categories that focus on the relevance of your research and address criteria that are 

important to clients. This means that you write the public version at the level of informed 

client representatives with a general knowledge of scientific research. The possibility 

exists that client representatives will only assess your application on the basis of this 

public version. It should therefore be complete. 

Below you will find suggestions on choosing the right language.  
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Tips and tricks 

Come up with a catchy title, for example: "Bowel cancer and thrombosis, a blood-

curdling combination". 

Make sentences as short as possible. Try to keep the maximum sentence length around 

10 to 15 words.  

Use visual language or examples that are recognisable. Avoid abbreviations or explain 

them. 

Have the public version read by someone who knows little about science to see if 

everything is clearly described.  

Use active sentences  

 Participants will be recruited in the course of 2018.  

 We will recruit participants in the course of 2018. 

Dare to use colloquial language  

 We anticipate... participant retention... 

 We take into account... keeping participants involved... 

Avoid 'ing words 

 The editor is committed to improving the website. 

 The purpose of the editor is to improve the website. 

Avoid tangent constructions 

 Many people find the website easy to read because of the clear texts. 

 Many people find the website easy to read, because of the clear texts.  

Avoid medical/scientific terms 

 E. coli, correlation, statically significant, Amyloid-Beta-42 

 Intestinal bacteria, connection, protein 

Avoid the term 'patients' if not necessary 

  Patients with dementia 

 People with dementia 

Take away as much as possible of 'could', 'should', 'must 

  You can register here, and we will contact you shortly. 

 Register here and we will contact you shortly. 
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1a.  General Information 

Name, institute and department of the applicant. 

 

1b. Title long-term research programme 

Please provide the English and Dutch title in a maximum of 25 words. The English title 

should correspond with that of your scientific version. 

1c. Project pitch (summary) 

Briefly describe the reason, background, objective and relevance of the LTP. See the 

example in the box. Try to avoid repeating the same information as much as possible. 

This may irritate the reader.  

1d. Plan of approach: research methods  

The primary task of client referees is not to assess the quality of the research design. 

However, some client advisors have (some) knowledge of scientific research themselves 

or like to think along with the method, e.g., with regard to the feasibility of a study. This 

may involve, for example, the question of whether the burden and risks of the study are 

in proportion to the expected added value.  

Therefore, describe the research question and indicate what the research looks like and 

how it can answer the research question. This does not involve describing, for example, 

the chemical or physical process at a cellular level; leave out statistics or power 

calculations and only mention the number of participants that will be recruited. State the 

recruitment strategy and the inclusion and exclusion criteria, and explain these further in 

the relevant category.  

If animal research is involved, indicate why this is the best method and how the 

knowledge obtained can be used in humans. 

If it is an intervention study, briefly describe the intervention. Describe the duration of 

the study and indicate what will be measured (outcome measures) and how often 

(frequency). Clarify the research process by means of a flow chart (see example). 

 

An overall structure can include the following components: 

• Research questions and hypothesis 

• The target group (describe inclusion and exclusion criteria in category 8) 

• Recruitment strategy for study participants 

• Primary outcome measure (please explain further in category 2) 

 

 Visualise the research process, e.g., by a clear flow chart with different steps and 

measuring moments. 

 Visual material to support the understanding of your project is often appreciated. 
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For clinical research, the PICO can help to describe the research question clearly and in 

understandable language. The box contains a detailed example of the use of a PICO. 

 

 

PICO stands for: 

 

Patient:   The characteristics of the patient or patient group. 

Intervention:  The intervention, the treatment you want to investigate 

Control:   The treatment or test you want to compare the intervention to. 

Outcome:   The outcome of the study 

"We looked into the literature for the effect of sign language in children who are hard 

of hearing and also have a language development disorder. The following question 

was formulated for this study: 

‘Do children with hearing loss have better spoken language when 

exposed to early interventions such as sign language compared to 

children who are not offered sign language'. 

The elaboration in PICO is as follows: 

P - Children with hearing loss 

I - Early intervention with sign language 

C - Compared to a group without early intervention 

O - Spoken language development 

© Source: Lieke Boon, https://liekeboon.wordpress.com/2016/05/24/pico-vraag-2/ 

Registration questionnaire (10min)  

Questionnaires (mental and physical complaints, follow-up examination and 

nutritional intake) (20min)  

Collection of stool samples (Optional, 5min)  

Current diet  

New diet 
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Relevance to the target group (2) and to society (3) 

Client referees are invited to focus their assessment on the relevance of the LTP and less 

on the quality of the research design. Explain the relevance from the perspective of the 

LTP target group, for example, in terms of quality of life or social participation. Consider 

the relevance of the following questions: 

• How many people are affected by this disorder in the Netherlands? For how many 

people is the research relevant? 

• What is the prognosis for this group of people (in terms of life expectancy and quality 

of life)? 

• The severity of the condition (burden of disease, quality of life, disfigurement, etc.) 

• Previous relevant research results (from the literature) 

 

Try to describe the expected yield as concretely as possible:  

• In what respect will quality of life or quality of care increase?  

• What form of participation will become possible again?  

• What does this research contribute to an increased chance of survival? Less 

(invasive/burdensome) treatment? Prevention? Early(er) detection? 

 

Consider also the relevance for other stakeholders such as loved ones (support or relief 

for family and informal carers), practitioners (better or more efficient treatment 

methods), science (insight into the origins of a disease) and society (lower costs). 

Lower costs can be described, for example, in the following way: 

"We expect to demonstrate with this study that about 800 patients a year 

are saved from an unnecessary oesophagus examination. This corresponds 

to a saving of €3 million in healthcare costs per year." 

 

4. Risks for study participants 

What are the potential risks for the participants? These include, for example, risks that are 

already known, but also as yet unknown side effects that may occur when introducing a 

new treatment. How are (long-term) side effects monitored? Is the difference between 

the new treatment and the existing treatment (usually 'usual care') well described? Risk 

can also refer to the chance of dropping out of work or school as a result of side effects, 

or to the consequences of stopping a standard treatment. 

 

5. Taxation of study participants 

To what extent are study participants burdened by this research? For example, the 

intensity of the treatment (home treatment, day treatment, hospitalisation, surgery, 

radiation, medication, biopsies), the number of questionnaires, the duration of 

interviews, physical/psychological examinations, frequency and duration of hospital 

visits, abstentions, diets, side effects or the total duration of the study. 

 

6. Feasibility 

In addition to relevance, it is important to describe why you expect this study to be 

feasible and, if study participants are sought, why you expect them to participate. If you 

know of factors that reduce feasibility, how are they taken into account in this study? 

These factors may include disappointing inclusion or high dropout rates, long time 

frames, high burden or risk for participants, costly treatment or measurements, the 

resistance of treatment providers, etc. 

 

7. Patient participation 

Patients (organisations) should be involved as much as possible in the drafting and/or 

implementation of your LTP. With the questions on the form, ReumaNederland wants to 
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show patient participation in which way researchers involve (the opinion of) patients in 

the various phases of research. For active patient participation, an amount can be 

included in the budget, see chapter 2.2. 

 

For the inventory of patient participation, it is important to first identify a number of 

research phases. These are categorised as follows: 

 

In addition, it is important to indicate at which level patient participation has taken place. 

The horizontal participation ladder is used for this. This is a ranking of patient 

involvement that reflects the different roles of patients (organisations) and, therefore, 

also the level of patient participation. The ranking goes from 0, where there is no 

participation, to 6, where the patients(organisations) function as principals.  

 

 Phase Examples 

1 Preliminary route Identify the research topic, set priorities, and 

formulate a research question 

2 Design Setting up a research proposal, evaluating 

research design 

3 Implementation Monitoring progress (participation in steering 

committee), moderator during focus group 

discussion 

4 Analysis Interpreting results from a patient perspective 

5 Completion Evaluate research, disseminate results (e.g., 

through presentations or social media at patient 

organisations), implement results, recommend 

follow-up research 
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The table below gives a description per level: 

 

 

Please indicate in the table on the application form in which research phase (1-5) the 

level of patient participation was present or is planned (0-6). A score for participation 

must be given for each phase. If there is no participation, the score should be 0. For 

research phases 3-5, please give an expected score. 

 

After filling in the table, please explain how patients (organisations) are involved in the 

different phases of the study. Examples of methods used to involve patients 

(organisations) in the study are social media, patient panels, focus groups, 'patient 

research partners' and (informal) meetings.  

 

In addition, please indicate if and how the input of patients (organisations) has changed 

the study design and work plan compared to the initial study idea.  

 

8. Representativeness 

Representativeness has many aspects, and depending on the research programme, 

certain target groups may be emphasised. Consider whether male-female differences 

within the group of study participants are important. It is also about involving people who 

are usually hard to reach and - often without intention - left out of the research. These 

 Level of participation Explanation 

0 No There are no patients (organisations) involved in 

the planned study. 

1 Test subject Patients take part in research as subjects. The 

patients have a passive role in the study. 

2 Information provider The patients (organisations) provide information, 

on request or otherwise. This does not produce 

scientific knowledge but insights that can be used 

in the further design and implementation of 

research. The patients' (organisations') role is a 

passive one. The researcher draws up the agenda 

for decision-making and makes decisions.  

3 Advisor The researcher actively seeks the opinion of 

patients (organisations). Patients (organisations) 

are actively involved and play a full role in the 

development of research: they are given the 

opportunity to suggest problems and formulate 

solutions. However, the researcher can deviate 

from proposals and ideas in the final decision-

making with arguments.  

4 Assessor As reviewers or referees, patients (organisations) 

can also assess or comment on research proposals 

or grant applications in the decision-making 

process prior to submitting/during the writing of 

an application for ReumaNederland.  

5 Co-investigator The researcher and patients (organisations) act as 

equal research partners. The patients 

(organisations) are cooperation partners: there is 

joint decision-making. 

6  Client The patients (organisations) determine the 

research; the researcher supports and executes. 

The patients and patient organisations are fully in 

charge here.  
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may be people from a particular ethnic, cultural or socio-economic background. Make 

sure that the inclusion and exclusion criteria correspond to these as much as possible. 

Diversity is also important for the group of client representatives involved in the 

research. Are they representative of the target group? Indicate how this has been taken 

into account. 

 

9. Ethics and safety 

Clinical research usually requires approval by an METC or CCMO. Please indicate whether 

you will apply for this approval or why you think it is not necessary. Client referrers are 

happy to receive the Patient Information Form (PIF)1 if it is already available. Make sure 

that, where relevant, it meets the same requirements as the public version as described 

in this guide. If there are any privacy and confidentiality issues involved, please mention 

them here. 

If you are conducting basic research and using animal research, please indicate why this 

research cannot be conducted using a different research model. 

 

10. Communication 

Answer the question of how you are going to share the knowledge gained from the LTP 

with the study participants, the people in the target group and other interested parties. 

This should, of course, include not only scientific publications and lectures at international 

symposia, but also forms of dissemination to those directly involved in an appropriate 

format. If you have had experience with successful or innovative ways of communication 

in the past, mention them if you want to use them again. 

 

11. Implementation of research results 

Describe briefly how the LTP can improve existing care in practice. How can the findings - 

if successful - be applied in care, or how will this change the costing system? Think of 

logical follow-up steps to secure results in clinical practice, e.g., by adapting care 

pathways or treatment guidelines. In other words: How will you ensure that the results 

will actually be used by educators, practitioners and researchers? Are the stakeholders 

involved during the study? 

Finally 

If you use the recommendations given in this guide when writing a good Dutch version of 

your LTP, you will provide client referrers with sufficient guidance to reach a well-

considered judgement from a client perspective. As indicated earlier, do not forget to 

involve people from the target group at an early stage. 

                                                           
11 For the PIF, use the national format of the CCMO which can be downloaded from the website: 
https://www.ccmo.nl/onderzoekers/standaardonderzoeksdossier/e-informatie-proefpersonen/e1-e2-
informatiebrief-en-toestemmingsformulier-proefpersonen 
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Appendix 3. Addendum Explanation of matching conditions page 9 

A minimum of 100% matching is required in relation to the amount requested per year. 

This means that ReumaNederland finances a maximum of 50% of the program budget 

each year. The matching must come from university(s) and/or other partners involved in 

the LLP. The matching can be done in kind or in cash. 

Which in kind contributions are possible when it comes to matching? You have to think 

about “new” money, such as man-hours for data management, deployment of a research 

nurse, imaging worth X amount times the number of patients to be included, which is 

made available by a collaboration partner or the institution from which the funding 

application is submitted. This means that projects for which funding is already available 

or which have already started and which are part of the Long-term Research Programme 

cannot be advanced. 

 


